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INFORMATION FOR ALL

2008 Leadership Conference

The 2008 Leadership Conference will take place
on August 22 & 23 in Woodworth, Louisiana, at
Tall Timbers Retreat Center. We have invited
members of all Service Unit Teams and key
volunteers throughout the council to attend this
event. We will accept 200 volunteers throughout
the council’s 42 parishes. Material for the new
Leadership Experience will be introduced.

There will be lots of special treats and fun for all
who attend. There is a registration fee of $25. If
you are a member of your Service Unit Team or
a key volunteer and you have not received your
invite in the mail, please give us a call. Hope to
see you there.

Troop Updates

We are working on a number of updates
concerning troop numbers flyers, bank accounts,
and travel procedures. These updates will be
mailed out later this month to each troop leader.
If you should have any questions concerning
your bank account or troop numbers, please call
your membership specialist.

Program Department News

The Program Department is working to ensure
the 2008-2009 Program Calendar will be
distributed in September to all troops. Watch for
more details!

Make a Difference Day

Girl Scouts of Louisiana — Pines to the Gulf is
partnering with Goodwill Industries for Make a
Difference Day 2008. Save your donations for
the month of October to receive a patch. Watch
the September In The Know for more
information.

Event Planner Workshop

Volunteers, mark your calendars for September
27, 10:00 a.m. until Noon for Event Planner
Workshops across our council area. Locations
will be announced soon. Come get the basics
on event planning. Learn how to budget, recruit
committees, chose an event and much more.

The Program Department regrets to inform you
that Stephanie Ellett, Program Specialist, is no
longer employed with Girl Scouts of Louisiana -
Pines to the Gulf. We are working to fill this
position as soon as possible.

Time To Schedule Fall Campouts
Property Director Don Fontenot
says Service Unit Coordinators
may want to get their fall campouts
on the calendar soon. He will
begin taking reservations for use of
the camps in the fall beginning
August 1. Get your requests for dates into Don
or the other camp directors August 1 or soon
after that to avoid disappointment.

Registration Jamboree in Pineville

The Central Louisiana area will be holding a Girl
Scout registration jamboree at Kees Park in
Pineville, Louisiana, on Saturday, September
27, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The event is
free to all registered Girl Scouts and their
families. We will have food, entertainment, door
prizes, activities and booths! We are inviting
troops to set up booths. Please call Kim Creed
at 318-484-4475 for more information.

Mingle With The Mammals

Mingle with the mammals at the Alexandria Zoo
Saturday, August 9, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. In
honor of Breastfeed
Awareness Week, the
Alexandria Zoo is holding
this event and the Girl
Scouts have been invited
to participate. We will have
a face painting/registration o
booth and troops are invited to either contribute
to this booth or set up one of their own! Please
call Kim Creed at 318-484-4475 for more
information.




Pajama Jam 2008

Girl Scouts who have registered on

time for the 2008-2009 Girl Scout

year are eligible to attend the annual

sleepover at Pecanland Mall in

Monroe. Pajama Jam is open to all

potential, new and registered Girl Scouts and
troop leaders. It will begin September 26 at 9:15
p.m. and will end at 6:00 a.m. on September 27.
The cost is $12 per girl and adult. No tag-a-
longs, please. The deadline to register is
September 19. There will be a late night movie
with a movie meal, followed by a pizza snack in
the Food Court. Troops can participate in two
fun contests, one involving matching pj's and a
song, chant or cheer contest involving your
favorite line of the Girl Scout Law. There will be
lots of other fun things to do, too. Wear your
pajamas and slippers, bring a sleeping bag and
pillow and plan to have a fun night at the mall!
Each participant will receive a patch.
Registration details can be found on our
website.

Adults Needed to Help Plan Pajama Jam
Volunteers are needed for the annual mall
sleepover scheduled for September 26 at
Pecanland Mall in Monroe. We need your help
planning all the fun details. The first Planning
Committee Meeting will be August 19 in the
Monroe Service Center office. If interested,
please contact Derinda Smalling at
318-325-2691 or 1-800-491-2691 or by e-mail at
DSmalling@airlscoutspinestogulf.org.

Monroe Scouting Safari

Join the Girl Scouts for a Scouting Safari! We
are kicking off our 2008-2009 Girl Scout year
with a fun-filled day of activities at the Louisiana
Purchase Gardens and Zoo in Monroe on
September 6 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Not only will the girls have an

opportunity to meet Miss
Louisiana but 100 free
Z00 Passes will be given
to the first 100 girls! Leaders and volunteers,
this is an excellent opportunity to recruit
potential girls for your troops. We will need your
help at this event with booths, games and
activities - some of you may want to set up your
own booth! If you have any questions or would

like to sign up to volunteer, please contact
Stephanie Clark at 318-325-2691.

GIRL SCOUT JUNIORS

Open Studio |

Open Studio | will be held on
Saturday, September 13 in
Lafayette. Several workshops are
offered from 10:00 a.m. - Noon for
Girl Scout Juniors. These spaces
are limited and will be filled on a first come, first
served basis. Cost is $6 per girl. Information
and registration forms can be found in

mid- August on the website. If you would like us
to mail you a form call Shadon at 337-984-1142
or 800-960-2093.

OLDER GIRL SCOUTS

Open Studio

Art workshops for Girl Scout \
Cadettes, Girl Scout Seniors and Girl $

Scout Ambassadors will begin at <

1:00 p.m. on Saturday, September

13 and will end at 4:00 p.m. Be

sure to get your registration in as

soon as possible as these are limited

and offered on a first come, first served basis.
Cost is $6 per girl. Registration forms will be
mailed to you along with a Destinations
Workshop flyer. The Destinations Workshop
is being offered to Girl Scout Cadettes, Girl
Scout Seniors and Girl Scout Ambassadors on
the same morning, at the same location from
10:00 a.m. until noon. We will talk about how to
apply for a destination as well as other important
information. We will have guest speakers there
to share their stories from Destinations that they
have been on. Those girls who attend both
Open Studio and Destination should bring a
sack lunch.



Silver/Gold Workshops

Mark your calendar now for September 27 at
1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. for Silver/Gold
Workshops across our council area.
Information on locations of these workshops will
be announced in August. Cost will be $6 per
girl, which includes the cost of a book. Get
information on the approval process,
prerequisites, project ideas, and much more.
Girls attending the Silver/Gold Workshop are
also invited to attend the Event Planner
Worskhop (see page 1).

Cookie Dough - Don’t forget that Cookie
Dough will expire at the end of September.
Useit now!

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
Information is currently being gathered to
include in our very first edition of Girl Scouts of
Louisiana - Pines to the Gulf quarterly
newsletter. If you have pictures you'd like to
submit to show what your troop has

been doing, we would love to

include them. We are also

looking for stories about girls

who are taking their Girl

Scout skills and applying

them in areas of leadership. We want
to reiterate to our audiences how effective the
Girl Scout Program is in developing the
leadership potential of girls. This will be the
focus in showcasing girl stories. Please forward
all pictures with troop numbers and location
along with a description of activity and/or
leadership stories to Darian Atkins at
datkins@aqirlscoutspinestoqulf.org.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

CPR/First Aid Trainer

Needed

Are you certified to instruct

First Aid/CPR? Then we

want you to be an adult

learning facilitator for the

Monroe region of Girl Scouts

of Louisiana - Pines to the Gulf. You would be a
valuable asset on our team - all troops must
have a CPR trained adult with them on trips and

we need instructors to teach them these
important skills. Please consider joining our
team. Call Angela Nash at 318-325-2691 for
more information.

Fall Training Calendar Coming Soon

The Volunteer Services Team is lining up dates,
locations and adult learning facilitators for the
fall courses as this In The Know goes to press.
We want to offer as many choices as possible to
make it easy for you to fulfill your obligation as a
volunteer to attend Girl Scout courses. We are
quite excited about the new course, Leadership
Essentials, which has been introduced by
GSUSA as part of the new Girl Scout
Leadership Experience. It replaces the Basic
Leader Training and it also incorporates age
level training so there is no longer a need for
Basic and Age Level training — a volunteer just
takes Leadership Essentials and learns it all in
3 hours. New leaders will be required to take
Leadership Essentials. Returning leaders are
encouraged (but not required) to take it, also.
The course will be offered at many different
times and dates across the council. We are very
happy to report that 18 adult learning facilitators
will gather in Alexandria August 2 to learn this
new program and how to teach it. We are
fortunate to have so many committed volunteers
ready to share their learning with you. Be sure
to thank your adult learning facilitator for their
time when you next see him or her.

There will be another course which everyone will
be required to take this fall, Girl Scouts of
Louisiana - Pines to the Gulf Basics. This
contains council-specific information such as
forms, rules, financial record keeping, how to
reserve camp, etc. This short course will be
presented at the October service unit meetings.
Please try to attend your October service unit
meeting to get this important information. If you
do not get this course at your service unit
meeting, you will be required to take it by
November 30 at your nearest service center. Of
course, the schedule will also list CPR/First Aid
courses, Outdoor Education Courses and
Lifeguarding and Canoeing Courses — plan to
get fully trained this fall! Sign up early, as some
classes have limited space.



Council Shop News

Please note that all council shops will be open
on the first Saturday of the month starting in
September. The council shops WILL NOT open
the first Saturday in August.

The new Girl Scouts of Louisiana - Pines to
the Gulf t-shirts are here! They are available
in five great colors (yellow, cyber pink, blue, red
and kiwi). Sizes range from youth small to adult
3XL. Visit any of our three council shops and
get yours today.

Girl Scouts of
Louisiana - Pines
To the Gulf

Troop News

Girl Scout Troop 395 from Ruston, Louisiana,
took their annual summer trip this year to Walt
Disney World in Florida. The girls have learned
the value of saving money, pursuing a goal, and
the great outcome that diligent hard work brings.

City of Shreveport Fund Development
Initiative

A generous grant from the City of Shreveport
Funding Initiative made possible an etiquette
banquet for Girl Scouts at the Morning Star
Baptist Church. Erica Thomas, their instructor,
provided an entertaining and educational
program in manners, poise and style that
empowered the young women to achieve their
maximum potential by building confidence and
social skills. This class gave girls a visual
perspective through interactive exercises where
newly learned information will become a skill
used in their everyday life.

Family Partnership Fund Drive

We are proud to announce the kick-off of our
Family Partnership Drive for 2008! The
generosity of our Girl Scout families is
instrumental in helping all of us to provide the
fun and adventure that Girl Scouting is all about.
Each girl will receive an adorable purse patch
with a family donation of $25 or more that they
can proudly

display on their

vest or sash.

Each family will

receive a

Family

Partnership

flyer that they

can utilize to

submit a

donation.

Membership

Specialists will

follow up with troop leaders at service unit
meetings.



