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Service Unit Manager Notes for November 2008 
 

1. Plan an opening for your meetings. You might invite a troop to do a flag 
ceremony, or ask some of the troop leaders to do a flag ceremony for the group.  
 

2. Many service units plan a holiday party for December. Some ideas for the party 
include; each leader bringing a handmade ornament, with instructions, to swap, meeting at a 
restaurant for a Dutch treat dinner, or everyone brings a treat to share. 

 
3. Service Units should notify the camp ranger in writing by Monday, December 1 for service unit 

campout requests for the months of January - May.  Please send the contact person’s name,  
day-time phone number, and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices of weekends to the ranger in charge of the 
camp. 

 
 

 

HANDOUTS 
 
 
 

o McNeese State  Scout Football Night 

o Program Calendar Revisions 

o Cadette Challenge 

o Diversity exercise 
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November 2008 
 

Information for  All 
 
GIRL RELIGIOUS AWARDS 

We, the members of Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America, 

united by a belief in God... We believe that the 
motivating force 

in Girl scouting is a spiritual one. 

 One way that a girl can serve God is to 
participate in the religious recognitions 
program of her faith community and wear that 
recognition proudly on her uniform. The 
religious recognition programs offered by the 
Girl Scouts of Louisiana – Pines to the Gulf 
have been created by the national religious 
organizations, not by the Girl Scouts of the 
USA. These programs encourage girls and 
young women to become more active in their 
own religious groups and encourage spiritual 
development by providing specific religious 
instruction. If you are interested in helping our 
girls achieve their Religious Awards, contact 
Sandra Jackson at 318-325-2691,                  
800-491-2691 ext. 16 or email me at 
sjackson@girlscoutspinestogulf.org 

 
GOD AND COUNTRY AWARDS WEEKEND 
 

Friday, March 27 – Sunday, March 29, 2009 
at the Wesley Center in Woodworth Louisiana 
Cost for this Religious Awards Weekend is 
$25.00 Per Person (Scout or Adult).  For 
more information or application contact your 
local Girl Scout Service Center or call Judy 
Camp at the Wesley Center at 318-449-4500 
or Sandra Jackson at 318-325-2691,  

800-491-2691 or by email at 
sjackson@girlscoutspinestogulf.org. 
 
 
CAMPOUT RESERVATIONS  
FOR SERVICE UNITS 
 

Beginning December 1, 2008, it will be time 
for service units to reserve their spring dates 
for service unit campouts. Submit three dates; 
these dates should be first, second and third 
choices. Send your choices to the camp you 
plan to use for your event. Between the first 
and tenth of December each service unit will 
receive a notice from the site manager 
indicating the service unit campout date. 
 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD DRIVE 
Monroe and Alexandria 
The Louisiana Purchase Council, Boy Scouts 
of America and Girl Scouts of Louisiana – 
Pines to the Gulf are collaborating again this 
year to participate in the largest council 
community service project of the year. 
The event will be held starting November 1st 
and ending on November 8th   
Our goal is to have 100% unit participation in 
this worthwhile community service project.  
Hungry people in your community are 
counting on you! 
If you have questions or want more details 
about the canned food drive contact Sandra 
Jackson or Celia Webb at 318-325-2691, 
800-491-2691 or by email at 
sjackson@girlscoutspinestogulf.org or 
cwebb@girlscoutspinestogulf.org. 
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Girl Scout Volleyball Clinic  
University of Louisiana Monroe 
 

The ULM Volleyball team 
is hosting a Girl Scout 
Volleyball Clinic, Sunday, 

November 9, 2008 at 1:00 
p.m.  for Girl Scouts ages 8 – 

18. The game will be at the ULM 
Activity Center located at 

Warhawk Way (formerly Stadium Drive) on 
the ULM campus. The game is free to 
participating Girl Scouts. During the game, 
the Girl Scouts can win promotional items and 
participate in other activities.  Participants will 
be able to watch ULM women volleyball 
players perform what they will be learning  
from the team and staff during the clinic. The 
Registration deadline is Friday, October 31, 
2008. To register, contact Sandra Jackson at 
318-325-2691, 800-491-2691 or email 
sjackson@girlscoutspinestogulf.org. 
 
Girl Scout Football Night 
McNeese State in Lake Charles, LA is 
hosting a scout night on November 8 with free 
admission for all scouts in uniform, adults and 
tagalongs can order discount tickets in 
advance – by Nov. 6th. See attached flyer.   
 

Creole Expo 
Presented by Locks Down Productions is 
scheduled for January 10, 2009 at Camp Wi-
Ta-Wentin in Lake Charles. The expo will 
travel to Camp Wawbansee in Simsboro on 
January 17, 2009. Information and 
registration forms will be posted on the 
website soon. The event will be for Girl Scout 
Daisies, Girl Scout Brownies and Girl Scout 
Juniors. There will be live music, food, a 
fashion show, plus much more. We would 
love to have Girl Scout Seniors and Girl Scout 

Ambassadors help with this event. If 
interested in helping call Shadon Hannie at  
1-800-960-2093. 
 
 
 
SUMMER DAY CAMPS 2008 
 

Information was given out last month, so 
check with your membership specialist to see 
if your area has a team. You will get training, 
guidance, and assistance from the program 
department t but camp cannot happen in your 
area without a volunteer day camp team (2-3 
people) to start planning now. If interested, 
ask your membership specialist for a form to 
fill out. Our first planning meetings for these 
teams have already been set. All are being 
held at our Girl Scout offices. 
Alexandria – Tuesday, Nov. 18th, 5:30pm 
Lafayette – Sunday, Nov. 30th, 2pm 
Monroe – Monday, Dec. 8th, 5:30pm 
Shreveport – Tuesday, Dec 9th, 5:30pm 
Lake Charles – Monday, Dec. 15th, 5:30pm 
Call or email Kara Guillory with any questions 
at 337-497-0791, 337-517-8991, or 
kguillory@girlscoutspinestogulf.org. 
 

 
HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 
 
Natchitoches Festival of Lights Opening 
Night Ceremony November 22 with 
Fireworks at 7 p.m. 
82nd Annual Natchitoches Christmas 
Festival December 6th 
Children©s parade 10 a.m. 
Christmas Parade 1 p.m.   
 
The Great Russian Nutcracker  
Presented by the Moscow Ballet to three 
cities located in our council. These are the 
following locations: 
Lafayette at The Heymann Performing Arts 
Center on Monday, November 24, 2008 at 
7:30 p.m.  
Lake Charles on Tuesday, November 25, 
2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rosa Heart Theatre  
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Shreveport at The Strand Theatre on 
Wednesday, November 26, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.  
For information on ticket prices, and how to 
purchase tickets, visit our website. 
 
Lafayette Christmas Parade  
Sunday, December 7, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. See 
our website for more information about who 
can participate and how to sign up. 
  
THE HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 
January 22 Century-Tel Center, Shreveport, 
at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $13.25 for Girl Scouts 
and patches can be purchased for an 
additional 50 cents.  
January 29 at the Monroe Civic Center and 
tickets are $14 with an option to purchase the 
patch for an additional 50 cents, this show 
also begins at 7:00 p.m.  
January 26 The Harlem Globetrotters will be 
in Lake Charles at the Civic Center, tickets 
are $15 and this includes a patch. The show 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. Forms can be 
downloaded for all three venues from our 
calendar and tickets ordered as needed.   
 

Kid Workshops at Home Depot 
Home Depot offers kid workshops on the first 
Saturday of each month from 8am – 2pm. 
They are FREE and the kids usually build 
and/or paint a project. This is a great 
opportunity for a troop field trip. No signup is 
required but call your local Home Depot to 
make sure they are participating.  
 
Brownie Gir l Scouts 
 

What's Wild at Pine Wood   
Pine Wood Program Center Sterlington, 
Louisiana 
Brownies can enjoy a wonderful fall 
adventure at beautiful Pine Wood Program 
Center on their Thanksgiving break.  Monday, 
November 24, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
the woods will be "wilder" than usual as Girl 
Scouts learn about animals that we call 
wildlife.  Activities will include animal 
charades, puppet show, animal "talk", 

discovery hike, craft, singing and snack. 
Brownies will earn and receive the Animals 
Try It.  Registration is $2.00 per Girl Scout 
Brownie. The deadline to register for this 
event is Monday, November 10, 2008.  
Girls must dress for outdoor activities 
including sturdy shoes and socks, jacket and 
hat if it is cool or windy. Bring sack lunches. 
Please allow enough time to eat and clean 
your picnic area before 1:00 p.m. For more 
information either Sandra Jackson at 318-
325-2691 or Gay Brantley at 318-387-1114. 
 
Junior  Gir l Scouts and Gir ls 11-17 
 

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS 
There’s no place like home! However, there 
are some pretty cool places! Have you ever 
wondered what it’s like in other countries? 
Would you like to explore different cultural 
traditions? Maybe celebrate a new holiday! 
Join a group who is ready to discover the 
differences and similarities we share with 
sisters around the world.  
Call Shadon Hannie at 1-800-960-2093 or 
984-1142 or e-mail 
shannie@girlscoutspinestogulf.org  
I am looking forward to journeying with girls in 
grades six through twelve. We will start a 
middle school group and a high school group 
if we have enough girls sign up!  
 

Pine Wood Wonderings 
Pine Wood Program Center Sterlington, 
Louisiana 
Bring your Juniors to beautiful Pine Wood 
Program Center on November 25 from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for a "wild" time. Activities, 
such as exploration hike, nature center 
investigations, songs around a campfire, 
wildlife mystery treasure hunt, and nature 
craft will meet some requirements for the Pine 
Wood Nature Center Patch.  Don©t let your 
girls miss this wonderfully wild way to spend 
an afternoon during their Thanksgiving break. 
Registration is $2.00 per Girl Scout Junior. 
The deadline to register for this event is 
Monday, November 10, 2008. Girls must 
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dress for outdoor activities including sturdy 
shoes and socks, jacket and hat if it is cool or  
windy. Bring sack lunches. Please allow 
enough time to eat and clean your picnic area 
before 1:00 p.m.  For more information 
contact either Sandra Jackson at 318-325-
2691 or Gay Brantley at 318-387-1114. 
 

GLAM CAMP  
Girls Learning about Multi-Media 
This is a two ½-day camp, which begins on 
November 24 for girls ages 12 – 14.  If you 
are interested, go to www.aocinc.org for 
more information and to register.  
 

CADETTE OVERNIGHT CHALLENGE 
The challenge is going to be exciting, fun and 
informative. See the flyer for details and be 
sure to register on time. 
 

YOUNG ASTRONOMERS 
Join the club at the 
Lafayette Natural History 
Museum and 
Planetarium. The group  
will meet the second 
Thursday of each month through May. This is 
for girls 13 – 18 years old. For more 
information, call 1-337-291-5544 
 

BOOKWORMS ages 11-17 
Would you like to have fun with books? If so, 
maybe a book club is something you should 
consider joining. If this sounds fun to you call 
Shadon Hannie at 1-800-960-2093 or  
984-1142 or e-mail 
shannie@girlscoutspinestogulf.org   
We would like to start a club for each level. 
Don’t delay – call today! 
 

SAFE SITTER COURSE 
Two courses will be offered by the Woman’s 
Foundation in Lafayette.  
For girls 14 – 16 years old, November 24 from  
9:00 a.m. to  4:00 p.m. (Cost is $45, but we 
will reimburse you half when you bring us 
your course completion receipt) 
For girls 11 – 13 years old, this is a two-day 
course scheduled for December 29 – 30 from 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. each day. (Cost for this 

course is $60, we will reimburse half here 
too!) 
 
DESTINATIONS 
GSUSA has unique and exciting travel 
opportunities for every girl age 11 to 17. If you 
want to escape for one to two weeks be sure 
to check out the information at 
www.studio2b.org/escape/destinations 
It’s up to you! Just remember to get your 
application to Shadon Hannie at the Lafayette 
Service Center by November 15, 2008.   
If you have questions call Shadon at 
1-800-960-2093 or 984-1142. 
 
 

Adult Development 
 
Training Calendar Input – Shreveport 
volunteers please drop me an email with any 
enrichment courses you would like to take this 
spring.  Ceremonies? Songs? Outdoor 
cooking?  
Do you have a talent or knowledge that you 
would like to share with your sister Girl Scout 
volunteers?  Let me know ASAP! Email Claire 
at CSchroeder@girlscoutspinestogulf.org 
 
Pines to the Gulf Basics 
If you missed your service unit training in the 
Shreveport area, Pines to Gulf Basics will be 
held free of charge for returning leaders 
November 13, 2008 from 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Register by phone 1-800- 439-2342 at the 
Shreveport service center by Monday 
November 10. 
 
ADDITIONAL TRAINING DATES 
Girl Scout Leadership Essentials 
Saturday, November 15 from 9 a.m.-Noon 
Crossroad Church 
Moss Bluff, Louisiana 
Pines to the Gulf Basics 
Tuesday, December 2 from 9 a.m.-10 a.m. 
Crossroad Church 
Moss Bluff, Louisiana 
Contact Michelle McKinney for more 
information at the Lake Charles Office:  



 

www.girlscoutspinestogulf.org 
 

(337) 497-0791 or by email at 
MMckinney@girlscoutspinestogulf.org 

 
Fund Development 
 
Sometimes troops wonder about fundraising 
as Girl Scouts.  Here are five ideas that will 
help your troop with planning for fund raising 
when your troop has an activity that requires 
extra funds.  Don’t forget do file a “troop 
money earning request activity” form (P-503) 
and forward it to the fund development 
department. 
Note: Daisy Girl Scouts are approved for only 
numbers one and two. 
 
FIVE TOP MONEY-EARNING IDEAS FOR 
TROOPS and GROUPS 
 

1. Sell Girl Scout Cookies.  Think big – 
why not fax order forms to businesses 
in your area, or arrange for booths at 
sports events or college dorms.  You 

end up helping your council as well as 
your group. 

 

2. Participate in Q.S.P. Activity- Nuts 
and candy make great holiday gifts.  
The keepsake tins are collectible.  
Magazine subscriptions make great 
gifts. 

 

3. Provide childcare at special events 
during the holiday season or 
community events.  Arrange for an 
adult trained in first aid to be present. 

 

4. Recycle aluminum cans.  How about 
a community wide aluminum can 
collection?  Involve small businesses 
as well as families. Check into 
recycling other items. Help your 
community GO GREEN! 

 

5. Put on gigantic garage sales.  Don’t 
forget to make refreshments for sale! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Lady’s Gold Medal Award  

Sarah Willis, a member of troop 2253, Service Unit 213 in Lake Charles Louisiana will receive her 
award at a luncheon November 21, 2008, in Baton Rouge hosted by Special Olympics of 
Louisiana. This award is granted to an individual, group of individuals, or organization for 
outstanding achievement benefiting citizens of Louisiana. This is the highest honor/award given at 
the event. 

Sarah put together a workshop on Rape Prevention and Rape Crisis Intervention after she 
overcame the hardships that come with such an experience.  She then offered it to fellow Girl 
Scouts utilizing the resources of the local Women’s Shelter and Rape Crisis Counselors to assist 
with the programs. Sarah says, “No one should have to be ashamed or feel they are to blame and 
they should know what to do if a friend shares this with them too.”  Word of mouth has spread and 
friends of friends have referred other girls to her.  Sarah’s plans for her future career: “Become a 
counselor so I can help others learn to better handle their problems.” 
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Dates to Remember  
 

NOVEMBER 
01 All council shops open for business (9:30- 1p.m.) 
1-2 Mom & Me, Camp Bon Temps, Breaux Bridge 
4-6 All council shop locations closed for  inventory 
08 UL-L Scout Football Night, Lafayette 
08 McNeese State Scout Football Night, Lake Charles 
09 ULM Volleyball Clinic/Game, Monroe 
09 Last day for  QSP orders 
10  Deadline to register  for  Pinewood Events 
10 QSP order  cards and money due to troop leader  
13 Pines to Gulf Basics for returning leaders, Shrevepor t 
15 DESTINATIONS Deadline 
18 Day Camp training for Volunteers   Alexandria 5:30 p.m. 
19 Staff In-Service (SERVICE CENTER CLOSED) 
21 36th Annual World Hello Day (Greet ten people for peace) 
24 Girl Scout Brownies What’s Wild at Pinewood 
24 Moscow Ballet, Lafayette 
24  Safe Sitter Course for girls ages 14-16 
24 GLAM Camp 
25        Girl Scout Juniors Pinewood Wonderings 

                                    25 Moscow Ballet, Lake Charles 
26 Moscow Ballet, Shreveport 
27-28  Thanksgiving Holidays (SERVICE CENTER CLOSED) 
30 Day Camp training for Volunteers   Lafayette 2 p.m. 

 
DECEMBER 

01 Service units submit 3 dates for spring service unit campouts 
1-12 QSP orders arr ive and deliver ies star t 
06 Service Center shops open (9:30-1 p.m.) 
06  Natchitoches Christmas Parade  (1 p.m.) 
07 Lafayette Christmas Parade    (3 p.m.) 
08 Day Camp training for Volunteers, Monroe 5:30 p.m. 
09 Day Camp training for Volunteers, Shreveport  5:30 p.m. 
15 Day Camp training for Volunteers, Lake Charles 5:30 p.m. 
24-Jan 2  Chr istmas Holidays (SERVICE CENTER CLOSED) 
29-30 Safe Sitter Course for girls ages 11-13 
 

JANUARY 
10 Creole Expo at Camp Wi-Ta-Wentin in Lake Charles 
17 Creole Expo at Camp Wawbansee in Simsboro 
22 Harlem Globetrotters, Shreveport 
26 Harlem Globetrotters, Lake Charles 
29  Harlem Globetrotters, Monroe  
21 Martin Luther  King, Jr . Day (SERVICE CENTER CLOSED) 
TBA Day Camp Management Staff Meeting 
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2008-2009 Program Calendar  Revisions 
 

We apologize for any inconvenience these date changes/additions may incur.  More details will 
follow on each event as the date nears.  For more information, please contact the Program 
Specialist in your area. 
 
January 10  Creole Expo 2009 – Camp Wi-Ta-Wentin, Lake Charles, LA – Daisy, 

Brownie, and Junior Girl Scouts 
                       Cadette Overnight Challenge – OWL Center, Ruston, LA 
 
January 17     Creole Expo 2009 – Camp Wawbansee, Simsboro, LA – Daisy, Brownie, and 

Junior Girl Scouts 
                       Cadette Overnight Challenge – Uskichitto Retreat Center, LeBlanc, LA 
 
January 24    Brownie Science Day – Shreveport, LA 
 
January 31     Brownie Science Day – Lake Charles, LA 
 
 
February 28   Daisy Firelight and Fairytales – Indian Creek and Bon Temps  
 
 
March 21        Ambassador Event  
 
 
April 18         Daisy Flower Power – Council Wide 
 
April 25         Auto Car Care – Lafayette, LA – Senior Girl Scouts 
 
April 25         Older Girl Planning Meetings – Jennings, LA and Alexandria, LA  

Cadette, Senior and Ambassador Girl Scouts 
 
 
 
May 2          Senior Teen Summit – Monroe, LA and Shreveport, LA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Program Team is always looking for volunteers to help with the programs they have 
scheduled.  If you would like to help out, please contact the Program Specialist in your area. 

 


